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COLES HELPS CWA PRESERVE THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS  

 
In the spirit of Christmas, Coles has donated around 400 kilograms of sweet and savoury preserve making 
ingredients such as fresh fruit and vegetables, nuts, seeds, sugar and spices to the members of the Country 
Women’s Association’s (CWA) Sydney City Branch.  
 
The Sydney City CWA members will use the donated ingredients to cook up a storm of almost 2,000 jars of 
24 different varieties of preserves including more than 800 jams, 800 relishes, chutneys and pickles, 140 
marmalades and 120 jars of drunken figs to be sold at the annual Sydney Living Museum’s Christmas Fare 
at Hyde Park in mid-December.  
 
Local Alexandria resident and CWA Sydney City Branch member, Jodi De Vantier, has surpassed her 
personal record, whipping up over 100 jars of her speciality Peach and Chilli Chutney for this year’s 
Christmas fare.  
 
Coming from a long line of jammers, the art of preserving comes naturally to Jodi. Both her grandmothers 
were avid CWA members and her family still make hundreds of batches of mango chutney each year.  
 
“I joined the CWA to help people in the community, so it’s nice knowing that something I love doing, like 
preserving, can help others. The ingredients donated by my local Coles was such a blessing this year, it 
meant I was able to make more jams. I am looking forward to raising some money for the great causes we 
support,” she said. 
 
This is the first time Coles has partnered with the CWA Sydney City Branch, and Thinus Keeve, Coles New 
South Wales General Manager can’t wait to see the delicious treats the members create for their Christmas 
fundraising fare. 
  
“Christmas is a time that unites families and communities and Coles is delighted to support this CWA branch 
in the heart of Sydney’s CBD and provide great quality ingredients for such a worthy cause. The work the 
CWA do is nothing short of inspirational and this is a way for us to give back and help this Branch raise much 
needed funds for communities around Sydney and New South Wales,” Thinus said. 
 
As the biggest fundraiser in the CWA Sydney City Branch calendar, the annual Christmas Fare is a way to 
showcase the cooking skills of their members while raising money to support the charitable efforts of the 
organisation. Through this they are bringing back the traditional art of preserving and sharing their 
knowledge with future generations.  
 
Each year the Branch supports multiple charities and community organisations across New South Wales 
helping to provide much needed funds for educational scholarships for rural children, women's health and 
wellbeing issues, and vital unfunded medical research.  
 
Silvana Griffin, CWA Sydney City President is thrilled to have the support of Coles, which means that the 
CWA’s Sydney City Branch will be able to raise over $10,000 to support local communities.  
 
“In previous years our members have generously purchased their own ingredients to make their Christmas 
preserves. This year with the support from Coles it has meant that our members can focus on one of the 
many things they do best, creating delicious sweet and savoury preserves. 
 
“This partnership with Coles also ensures funds raised will go directly back into the important communities 
that we support. This year hopefully adding an extra $4,000, said Silvana.  
 
Around 2,000 jars will be up for sale at the annual Sydney Living Museum’s Christmas Fare alongside a 
selection of Sydney’s finest artisan producers, makers and small-scale retailers at Hyde Park Barracks 
Museum, Queens Square, Macquarie Street, Sydney, on December 15th. For more information about the 
event visit sydneylivingmuseums.com.au/events/christmas-fare-2016 

http://sydneylivingmuseums.com.au/events/christmas-fare-2016
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For more information, contact:  
Jasmine Zwiebel, Coles, 0400 738 611 | jasmine.zwiebel@coles.com.au  
Barton Zaia, thrive pr + communications, 0439 069 997 | barton.zaia@thrivepr.com.au 
 

 
 

CWA SYDNEY CITY MEMBER INSERTS TO MEDIA RELEASE TEMPLATE 
 
Alix Maclennan 
Local North Sydney resident and CWA Sydney City Branch member, Alix Maclennan is a seasoned jammer, 
and mother-to-be. She is already hard at work in her kitchen cooking up her well-loved Eggplant, Orange and 
Coriander chutney. 
 
Alix joined CWA in hopes of finding a community who share her love for baking and knitting. Fast forward 
almost five years, she is well on her way to pro-jammer status, and has made several lifelong friends.  
 
“I love preserving and experimenting with different flavours. I am so thankful for the generosity of my local 
Coles in donating the ingredients needed to create my chutney and jams.  I can’t wait for the Christmas fair 
and for the community to taste my delicious offerings,” she said.  
 
 
Merna Taouk  
Local Tempe resident and CWA Sydney City Branch member, Merna Taouk is a self confessed foodie. In 
preparation for this year’s Christmas fare, Merna is already hard at work in her kitchen cooking her much-
loved Boozy Spiced Figs.  
 
Merna first learnt the art of preserving from watching her mother in the kitchen, a skill passed down from 
her grandmother. Dessert maker by day, Merna spends her evenings perfecting her preserving skills and 
experimenting with new flavours. 
 
“CWA is a family. We come together to create delicious preserves and jams in the hopes of raising money to 
benefit the community. The generous donation from my local Coles means we can do that extra bit for the 
local community and raise as much as we can for women’s health and wellbeing in the community,” she said.  
 
 
Jessica Whipp 
Local Darlinghurst resident and CWA Sydney City Branch Vice President, Jessica Whipp, is already hard at 
work in her kitchen cooking her cheeky Bloody Mary Relish.  
 
A lover of the “Granny Skills” movement, Jessica was first compelled to joined the CWA after hearing about 
the organisation’s amazing contribution to local community. Fast forward three years and she is helping to 
lead the charge, raising awareness and preparing to share her delicious relish with the Sydney fare-goers.  
 
“This year is going to be bigger and better than ever before! Thanks to the generous donation from my local 
Coles, we have been able to make more preserves than previous years, which ultimately means more sales 
and more money to give back to the community,” she said.  
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Kat Wheeler 
Local Paddington resident and CWA Sydney City Branch member, Kat Wheeler is a true foodie at heart. In 
preparation for this year’s Christmas fare, Kat is already hard at work in her kitchen cooking her famous 
Spiced Fig and Apple Jam.  
 
Kat first learned how to make delicious jams from her mother and recalls time in the kitchen with her mum 
as a fond memory. A recent addition to the CWA, Kat enjoys sharing her passion for preserving with the local 
community and her fellow CWA members.  
 
“Christmas is my favourite holiday. My greatest joy is cooking for family and friends. so I love being able to 
share this special jam with the Sydney-siders, and when better to do so than at the most festive time of the 
year? The generous donation from my local Coles this year meant I was able to make more jam than ever 
before!” she said.  
 
 
Stephanie Scott 
Local Bondi resident and CWA Sydney City Branch member, Stephanie Scott, is already hard at work in the 
kitchen cooking up three berry special treats for the Christmas fare, a cherry and raspberry jam, strawberry 
and lime jam and mixed berry beetroot jam.  
 
A lover of the traditional arts of knitting and baking, Stephanie was encouraged by a friend to join the CWA 
over two years ago. Fast forward to today, Stephanie is honing her skills to become a seasoned jammer, just 
like her Grandmother once was.  
 
“CWA is an organisation very close to my heart. My grandmother was a CWA member, and my mum has also 
recently joined. This year, with the help of the ingredients donated by my local Coles store my preparations 
are well underway. I am excited to share the final products at the fare,” she said.  
 
 
Silvana Griffin 
Local Milson’s Point resident and CWA Sydney City Branch President, Silvana Griffin, is already hard at work 
in her kitchen cooking her cheeky Boozy Whiskey Honey Figs. 
 
After stopping in at the CWA Tea Rooms at the Royal Easter Show, Silvana was compelled to join the 
organisation in search of a recipe to make the perfect scone. Fast-forward four years and she is now 
passing down her own recipes to the junior members of the CWA, including her famous Strawberry & Lime 
jam recipe that Sydneysiders will be able to sample at the Christmas Fare this year. 
 
“This year is going to be bigger and better than ever before! While in previous years we paid for all supplies 
out of our own pockets, this year with the generous donations from Coles we have been able to make even 
more preserves than we ever have. So by making more to sell, we can raise even more dollars to give back 
to our communities here in Sydney and across the State, which is what our Christmas spirit is all about,”  
she said. 


